
The Seattle Design Commission advises the 

Mayor, City Council, and City departments on 

the design of capital improvement and other 

projects that shape the city’s public realm. 

Accomplishments
1. Issued two letters to political leaders on replacement 

options for the Alaskan Way Viaduct and the SR 520.

2. Participated in the SR 520 Stakeholders Group and 
facilitated the selection of three alternatives.

3. Reviewed Fire Station levy projects.
4. Conducted reviews of Sound Transit’s North Link, Capitol 

Hill and UW stations.  
5. Presented the 5th Annual “Design Excellence Awards” for 

the City’s best public projects.
6. Worked with SDOT to consider urban design ramifications 

of  the viaduct replacement and urban mobility plan.
7. Celebrated 40 years as Seattle Design Commission with a 

presentation and new logo.

2008 Annual Report

SR 520 Replacement and HOV Project
Washington Department of Transportation
1 review | up to $6,672,000,000

Mercer Corridor Project
Seattle Department of Transportation
1 review | $210,000,000

Alaskan Way Viaduct Central Waterfront 
 Washington Department of Transportation

1 review | up to $4,240,000,000

Seattle Design Commissioners
Karen Kiest,* Chair Landscape Architect

Mary Johnston, Chair Architect

Darrell Vange,* Vice Chair At Large Representative 

Brendan Connolly, Vice Chair Architect 

Tasha Atchison* Engineer

Andrew Barash Engineer

Graham Black At Large Representative 

John Hoffman Urban Designer

Juanita La Fond* Get Engaged Program

Julie Parrett Landscape Architect

Nathan Polanski Get Engaged Program

Dennis Ryan Urban Designer

Norie Sato Artist

Darby Watson* Urban Planner

*Terms expired in 2008

Terry Boren Block 103 Alley Vacation
1 review

UW Light Rail Station
Sound Transit
1 review | $100,000,000

Aurora Ave. North Improvements
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review | $74,170,000

 West Entry
Woodland Park Zoo 

2 reviews  | $12,000,000

Penguin Exhibit
Woodland Park Zoo

1 review  | $3,000,000

Denny Corridor Great Streets Initiative Plan Update 
Department of Planning And Development
1 review

Fire Station 39 Lake City
Fleets and Facilities Department
1 review | $8,870,000

Northgate Urban Center Park 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
2 reviews | $3,700,000

SDOT Art Plan Update 
SDOT & Arts and Cultural Affairs 
1 review

Pedestrian Master Plan Update
Seattle Department of Transportation
2 reviews

Fire Station 30 Mt. Baker
Fleets and Facilities Department
1 review | $6,830,000

Civic Square 
Fleets and Facilities Department
3 reviews | $23,000,000

Freeway Park Improvements
Department of Parks and Recreation
1 review | $500,000

Broad Street Green
Seattle Center

1 review | $3,000,000

Fire Station 37 High Point 
Fleets and Facilities Department

1 review | $6,240,000

SR 519 Phase II Grade Separation
Seattle Department of Transportation

2 reviews | $74,400,000

Theater Commons 
Seattle Center

1 review | TBD

Century 21 Plan 
Seattle Center

1 review 

Mercer Arena Redevelopment 
Seattle Center

 2 reviews

Skate Park 
Seattle Center

2 reviews | $2,900,000

Fire Station 21 Greenwood
Department of Fleets and Facilities

2 reviews  | $6,370,000

Fire Station 35 Crown Hill
Fleets and Facilities Department

1 review  | $6,550,000

Burke Gilman Trail Missing Link 
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review | $11,000,000

Project Review  79
       Capital Improvement Projects  44

 Right-of-Way Projects  12
      Major Projects  11
 Plans, Programs and Policies  12

Workload  
 Commissioner Hours 1633
 Commission Project Reviews 1358
  Interagency Project Reviews  275
 SR 520                                            80
 Civic Square                             95 
 Advisory Meetings                 40
 Consultant Selections             60
 Staff Hours 4415
  
Estimated Cost of  
  Projects Reviewed        $12.4  billion

Staff
Guillermo Romano  

Executive Director

Valerie Kinast Coordinator

Tom Iurino Senior Staff 

Joan James Staff

Liz Martini Graphic Design

Myrtle Reservoir Park  
Department of Parks and Recreation 

2 reviews | $1,068,000

Pike Pine Transit Improvements
Seattle Department of Transportation
2 reviews | $3,200,000

Streetcar Plan Update
Seattle Department of Transportation
1 review 

Blume Yale Campus Street Vacation
2 reviews 

Conner Homes, West Seattle Junction 
Street Vacation

1 review 

Epiphany School Street Vacation
3 reviews 

1200 Stewart Street Vacation
2 reviews 

Carr America Highland Street Vacation
1 review 

Pike Pine Corridor Great Street Plan Update 
Department of Planning and Development 

1 review 

Thomas Street Pedestrian Bridge
Seattle Department of Transportation

2 reviews | $6,245,000

Capitol Hill Park
Department of Parks and Recreation
2 reviews | $546,000

John and Summit Park
Department of Parks and Recreation
2 reviews |  $288,000

Little Saigon Public Realm Study Plan
Department of Planning and Development 
1 review

Madison Valley Stormwater Improvements Phase I
Department of Parks and Recreation
2 reviews |  $24,000,000

Block 101 Alley Vacation
2 reviews 

Cheshiahud South Lake Union Trail
Department of Parks and Recreation
2 reviews | $6,230,000

Fire Station 38 Ravenna Bryant
Fleets and Facilities Department
1 review | $6,230,000

Greenwood Ave. North Improvements 
Seattle Department of Transportation 

1 review  | $7,717,500

Rainier Vista
University of Washington 
1 review

Southeast Transportation Study Plan
Seattle Department of Transportation
2 reviews

Education Center 
Center for Wooden Boats 

1 review | $6,000,000

Alaskan Way Viaduct South End Rebuild 
WA Department of Transportation

3 reviews | $545,000,000

Alaskan Way Viaduct
Battery Street Tunnel Upgrade

Washington Department of Transportation 
1 review | $52,000,000

Alki Statue of Liberty 
Department of Parks and Recreation

 1 review | $157,000

Rapid Ride 
King County Metro

1 review | $180,000,000

West Seattle Wayfinding System
Neighborhood Group

1 review 

Capitol Hill Light Rail Station
Sound Transit 
2 reviews | $65,000,000

Shoreline Street End Master Plan
Seattle Department of Transportation 

1 review

King Street Station Update 
Seattle Department of Transportation 
1 review | $26,259,000

Downtown Stormwater Demand Management
Seattle Public Utilities 
1 review

Commission


